iS                               STORM   OVER  THE   LAND
sonic of them deserving party workers and competent enough, the rest of
them so-so or worse. The Toledo, Ohio, humorist David R. Locke under
Ms pen name of Petroleum V. Nasby mocked:
ist.   I want a offis.
2cl   I need a offis.
3d.   A offis would suit me; there4
4th.  I shood like to hev a offis.
They came in swarms, Lincoln saying: 1 am Eke a man so busy in letting
rooms in one end of Ms house, that he can't stop to put out the fire that is
burning in the other.*
The morning after inauguration Lincoln studied dispatches from Major
Robert Anderson, commanding the Fort Suniter garrison in Charleston
Harbour, reporting that his food supplies would last four weeks or by
careful saving perhaps forty days. The armed forces of South Carolina had
him penned in and would no longer let him receive anything to eat. The
Confederates, whose now encircling fortifications and batteries held the
United States garrison at their mere}-, stood ready to batter Fort Suniter to
pieces and run down its flag whenever the word came from their Govern-
ment at Montgomery.
Lincoln called his Cabinet for its first meeting on March 9th, 1861, and
put a written question: * Assuming it to be possible to now provision Fort
Suniter, tinder ail the circumstances, is it wise to attempt it?J The new
Cabinet Ministers went away, considered this written question, returned
March i6th on Lincoln's request with lengthy written answers. The seven
new counsellors stood five against sending food to Anderson, one for it,
and one neither for nor against it.
On March loth it was widely published that the Administration intended
to withdraw the garrison from Fort Suniter.
The days had been hurrying along and in the heady cross-currents of
events Lincoln may have retreated from his first position that the forts must
be held. Nicolay and Hay, the two secretaries of the President, however,
wrote their observation: 'The idea of the evacuation and abandonment of the
ibrt was so repugnant, that Mr. Lincoln could hardly bring himself to
entertain it.' Whether he did seriously entertain it for a time or not, the
moment came when he gave his mind completely to somehow staging a
combat in the Charleston Harbour in which his Government would be
making the best fight possible for its authority. He later wrote that the
Administration in that hour, from a purely military point of view, was
reduced to the mere matter of getting the garrison safely out of the fort. He